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AN  INVITATION 


As  we  go  to  press  plans  for  the  forthcoming  an- 
nual  meeting   are   progressing   rapidly   and   it   now 
seems  likely  that  we  shall  have  with  us  as  speakers 
Dr.  J.  Horace  McFarland,  American  Planning  and 
Civic  Association;  Dr.  John  R.   Bracken,  Professor 
of  Landscaping  and  Architecture,  Pennsylvania  State 
College;  Miss  Harlean  James,  Executive  Secretary, 
American    Planning    and    Civic    Association;    Col. 
Ernest  G.  Smith,  President,  Leader  Publishing  Com- 
pany,  Wilkes'Barre,   Pa.;   Charles  H.   Taylor,   As- 
sistant   Director,    Emergency    Conservation    Work, 
Washington,    D.     C;    Herbert    Evison,     National 
Parks'  Service,  Washington,  D.   C;  Flavel  Shwit- 
leff,  American  Planning  and  Civic  Association;  F. 
A.    Silcox,   Chief   Forester,    U.    S.    A.;   Melvin'  B. 
Borgeson,  National  Parks'  Service,  and  the  following 
representatives  of  the   Department   of  Forests  and 
Waters:      Dr.   James  F.   Bogardus,   Secretary;  Eric 
Von    Hausswolff,     Chief    of    Division    of    Parks; 
Markley    Stevenson,    and   also   Hon.    Warren   Van 
Dyke,  Secretary  of  the  State  Department  of  High- 
ways. 

The  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  has  ex- 
tended to  our  Association  a  most  cordial  invitation 


to  make  Harrisburg  headquarters  for  our  1936  An- 
nual Convention.  With  their  strong  support  the 
success  of  our  meeting  is  fully  assured.  Side  trips 
to  recreational  areas  and  to  points  of  scenic  interest 
will  add  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  who  are  able 
to  attend.  Caledonia  State  Park  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  fully  developed,  and,  being  located  on  the 
Lincoln  Highway,  is  visited  annually  by  thousands 
of  tourists.  It  is  expected  that  one  of  our  trips  will 
be  to  this  point  of  interest. 

Dr.  J.  Horace  McFarland,  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Parks  Associa- 
tion, and  for  many  years  President  of  the  American 
Civic  Association,  has  been  well   known  for  more 
than  thirty  years  as  one  of  the   most  enthusiastic 
workers  for  both  State  and  National  Parks.     He  has 
extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  those  attending  the 
June  meeting  to  visit  the  Breeze  Hill  Gardens,  one 
of  the  show  places  of  our  State   Capital.     These 
gardens  include  a  very  large  collection  of  roses,  many 
of  which  should  be  in  bloom  in  middle  June.     There 
is  also  a  notable  collection  of  shrubs  and  herbaceous 
plants,  so  that  any  garden-minded  visitors  are  likely 
to  find  interest  in  wiiat  can  be  seen  here. 


STATE  PARKS 


In  the  opinion  of  Dr.  J.  Horace  McFadand,  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  the  Park  Movement  in  Pennsylvania 
should  take  two  directions. 

"There  should  be  State  Parks,  more  of  them  and 
better,  created  while  there  is  yet  available  some  Fed- 
erally  paid   labor   which   in    sadly   many   cases   is 
wasted.     I  feel  that  Pennsylvania's  State  Park  pos- 
sibilities have  not  been  even  dreamed  of,  and  that 
broad  movements  should  result  in  larger  separations 
of  property  from  other  use   than   to  foster  scenic 
travel  and  public  recreation.    There  are  whole  coun- 
ties which  without  business  or  agriculture,  but  with 
decreasing  population,  could  be  diverted  admirably, 
almost  in  their  entirety,  to  State  Park  uses. 


'Then  I  feel,  too,  that  the  communities  of  the 
State   are   sorrowfully   backward   in   park   develop- 
ment.    If  the  old  formula  of  an  acre  of  recreation 
land    for   every   hundred    inhabitants   was    insisted 
upon  and  applied,  it  would  be  found  that  many  a 
village  which  does  not  have  even  a  ball  field  could 
have  not  only  that  adjunct  toward  health  and  hap- 
piness,   but   could    also   have    a   municipal    garden. 
Naturally,  because  of  my  relation  to  the  rose,  I  feel 
that  municipal  rose  gardens  are  the  highest  exem- 
plification of  the  park  spirit,  and  I  cannot  see  why 
public  funds  in  making  and  maintaining  such  gar- 
dens are  not  wisely  expended.     This,  therefore,  is  a 
part  of  the  general  situation  which  it  seems  to  me 
might  very  well  be  advanced  materially." 


X: 


X 


Herman   Cope,   Editor 
35   N.  6th  St.,   Phila.,  Pa. 

Published    by    Pennsylvania    Parks    Association 
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PRIMITIVE  AREAS  ARE  THE  SUPREME  GOAL  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA  PARKS 

By  Henry  W.  Shoemaker 

President,  Pennsylvania  Alpine  Cluh 
Chairman,  Pennsylvania  State  Foll{  Festival 

While  the  commonly  accepted  definition  of 
"Parks"  is  a  place  where  the  public  can  find  cooling 
shade,  benches,  springs,  recreation  and  playground 
features  close  to  nature's  heart,  there  is  an  educa- 
tional value  to  Parks  that  transcends  this  old-time 
conception.  To  feel  the  real  exaltation  of  Parks,  is 
to  come  face  to  face  with  Nature  as  man  first  en- 
countered it  in  pioneer  days.  This  has  never  been 
achieved  anywhere  in  the  United  States  as  yet. 
There  is  always  a  ''catch"  somewhere,  which  brings 
disappointment  to  the  real  lover  of  Nature.  The 
Government  trappers  and  poisoners  in  the  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  and  the  Kaibab  National  Forest, 
the  lumberman  in  the  Yosemite  and  Glacier  Park, 
the  water  power  interests  at  Zion  National  Park, 
and  so  on,  all  have  intruded  upon  and  destroyed 
primitive  conditions.  While  the  smug  answer  comes, 
"it  is  no  longer  done,"  one  finds  this  is  only  partly 
true,  as  here  and  there  a  trapper  or  poisoner  gets 
in  by  some  pretext  or  a  timber  concession  or  water 
power  right  goes  on  by  "'priority." 

Pennsylvania  has  still  some  virgin  areas  left,  which 
ought  to  be  acquired  and  kept  inviolate.  Lumbering 
in  the  Allegheny  National  Forest  in  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  not  only  destroyed  the  primitive  beau- 
ty this  writer  hoped  would  be  saved,  when  despite 
the  protests  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  who 
foresaw  just  such  a  thing,  the  lands  were  purchased, 
but  helped  pave  the  way  for  the  flood  horrors  in 
the  Allegheny  Valley  last  March.  "Predatory"  ani- 
mal and  bird  "control"  in  the  New  York  State  Park 
just  aoross  the  Pennsylvania  border  has  had  a 
devastating  effect.  Parks  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  broad- 
est sense  must  be  natural,  and  to  enjoy  them  it 
should  be  done  in  the  manner  of  the  pioneers.  Camp- 
ing, cooking,  hiking,  and  to  some  extent  fishing,  do 
little  harm,  and  bring  a  tremendous  recompense  in 
joy.     The   Swiss  and   the   Italians  long  ago  noted 


man's  selfish  interest  in  American  National  Parks, 
and  though  they  started  their  Parks  much  later,  the 
lumberman,  the  poisoner,  the  favored  concessionaire 
were  barred  from  the  start. 

Dr.  Carl  Schrotes,  of  Switzerland,  and  Benito 
Mussolini,  in  Italy,  have  seen  far  ahead  and  despite 
the  density  of  population  have  set  aside,  not  "cre- 
ated," National  Parks  that  are  marvels  of  wilderness 
and  beauty.  Yet  there  are  no  signs,  or  no  officious 
functionaries  to  interfere  with  one's  enjoyment 
within  these  European  Parks.  One  is  checked  in, 
so  to  speak,  at  the  entrance,  as  Mrs.  C.  N.  Edge  is 
doing  with  Hawk  Mountain,  in  Berks  County,  the 
really  finest  and  truest  Park  and  sanctuary  that  exists 
in  Pennsylvania  today,  but  once  inside  one  is  free 
to  go  and  do  as  one  pleases,  knowing  that  one 
becomes  a  partner  of  Nature,  and  absolutely  no  in- 
centive for  destruction  exists. 

If  this  writer  dare  utter  a  line  of  criticism  on  the 
Park  policies  in  Pennsylvania  to  date  it  is  there  is 
too  much  supervision,  too  much  tendency  to  improve 
and  "beautify,"  and  a  feeling  that  this,  that  and  the 
other  thing  are  "forbidden."  Yet  on  the  other  hand 
there  is  the  absolute  knowledge  that  any  iirea  set 
aside  will  in  time  become  primitive,  if  only  Nature 
is  let  alone.  We  owe  it  to  the  future  generations 
to  retain  samples  of  original  Pennsylvania,  as  already 
the  forestry  departments,  camp  sites,  picnic  grounds, 
and  parking  stations  are  providing  for  the  wayside 
tourist  and  camper.  The  full  enjoyment  of  Parks 
will  be  found  where  Nature's  grandeur  appeals  and 
edifies,  where  man  admits  Nature's  superiority,  and 
does  not  seek  to  belittle  it  by  "control  of  wild  Hfe," 
or  "improvements,"  or  "public  concessions." 


STATE  PARK  CHARACTERISTICS 

By  Harlean  James 

Executive  Secretary,  American  Planning  and 

Civic  Association,  T^ational  Conference  on 

State  Par\s 

State  Parks  are  different  in  type  and  use  from 
National  Parks  and  from  local,  county,  city  and 
town  parks.  They  are  different  from  National  Parks 
in  that  their  scenery  is  less  than  national  in  im- 
portance, but  they  offer  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
the  people  of  any  State  to  preserve  typical  virgin 
country  or  areas  capable  of  reverting  to  virgin  state. 
State  Parks  are  different  from  National  and  State 
Forests  which  are  created  primarily  for  economic 
purposes,  such  as  the  growing  and  reaping  of  tree 
crops,  the  preserving  of  watershed  cover,  and  the 
providing  of  regulated  grazing.  Certain  recreational 
uses  are  compatible  with  these  economic  practices. 
In  State  Parks  no  economic  uses  are  permitted.  State 
Parks  are  different  from  local,  city  and  county  parks 
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which  are  often  quite  extensive  in  si-e,  but  which 
offer  opportunities  for  organi:;ed  recreation  which 
may  not  properly  be  developed  in  State  Parks.  No 
State  should  be  satisfied  until  it  has  prepared  and 
adopted  a  State  Park  Plan,  which  would  preserve 
the  important  typical  scenic  areas  throughout  the 
State  and  which  would  include  State  Monuments  of 
historic  value.    These  areas  should  be  kept  free  from 


the  intensive  recreational  opportunities  offered  in 
local  parks  and  country  clubs.  They  should  give 
the  people  of  the  State  a  chance  to  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  native  scenery  and  history  of  the  State. 
The  plan,  once  adopted,  should  be  put  into  effect. 
Pennsylvania  has  made  a  beginning.  There  are  great 
opportunities  for  future  accomplishment. 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  STATE  PARK  SITUATION  IN 
PENNSYLVANIA  THE  PAST  TWELVE  MONTHS 

By  Eric  Von  Hausswolff 
Chief  of  Parks 


On  the  surface,  there  has  been  apparently  little 
evidence  of  progress  to  the  average  person  in  Penn- 
sylvania toward  the  development  of  our  State  Parks, 
yet  I  believe  that  undoubtedly  the  State  has  done 
more  the  past  twelve  months  to  develop  parks  than 
in  the  previous  five  or  ten  years.     Some  very  fine 
areas  are  included  in  the  present  State  Park  systems, 
such  as  Cook  Forest,   Presque  Isle,   Bowmans  Hill 
and  Valley  Forge.     Beside  such  worthwhile  areas, 
sixty-nine  other  areas  of  comparatively  small  acreage 
were  set  aside  in  the  State  Forests  where  the  public 
could  swim,  picnic,  or  camp.     Still,  in  all  but  rare 
instances  where  development  work  was  not  encour- 
aged,  a  poor  attempt  was  made  to  develop  these 
designated  recreational  areas  by  lack  of  forethought 
and  planning  prior  to  1935.     In  fact,  many  of  those 
areas  should  never  have  been  considered. 

Such  practices,  I  believe,  will  never  occur  again  in 
Pennsylvania  because  the  State  has  recognised  and 
based  its  entire  future  program  on  the  fact  that 
intelligent  planning  is  the  prerequisite  to  sane  devel- 
opment. On  this  point  alone,  I  believe  we  have 
accomplished  a  great  deal  in  the  past  year. 

Naturally,  our  first  consideration  was  to  plan  the 
areas  we  now  possess  in  order  to  get  the  maximum 
amount  of  labor  and  funds  from  WPA  or  CCC 
Camjfts.  This  was  done  at  a  disadvantage  because 
of  the  small  central  park  organization  in  Harrisburg. 


We  boiled  down  the  73  previously  listed  State 
Parks,  Forest  Parks,  Public  Camps  and  Forest  Monu- 
ments, to  three  classifications,  namely,  1 3  State  Parks, 
11  Recreational  Reserves  and  6  Historical  Monu- 
ments. This  classification  and  concentration  enabled 
us  to  place  all  our  efforts  on  areas  of  importance. 
As  a  result,  most  of  these  sites  have  been  surveyed 
and  general  plans  drawn  for  the  recreational  centers. 
Detailed  plans,  in  turn,  are  being  made  daily  as 
required.  The  actual  development  work  has  just 
begun.  I  would  rather  see  nothing  done  than  a  lot 
accomplished  haphazardly. 

Pennsylvania  never  before  attempted  to  make  a 
State-wide  survey  of  potential  park  and  recreation 
areas.  This  is  of  vital  importance,  not  only  from 
the  effect  that  such  possible  acquisition  will  have 
on  our  present  park  lands  from  the  standpoint  of 
development  and  usage,  but  from  the  standpoint  of 
preservation  of  private  holdings  in  danger  of  destruc- 
tion, plus  the  vital  necessity  for  recreation  in  heav- 
ily populated  areas.  This  is  also  being  carried  out 
at  present.  It  should  have  been  started  twenty 
years  ago. 

In  order  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  areas 
we  are  working  upon,  the  following  list  indicates 
the  areas  under  old  and  new  classification.  In  all 
but  a  few  cases,  plans  have  been  made  and  develop- 
ment work  is  progressing. 


Present   Name 
and   Class 

Cook  Forest  Park 

Valley  Forge  Park 
Pennsylvania  State  Park  at  Erie 
Washington  Crossing 
Pymatuning  Reservoir 
Joyce  Kilmer  Forest  Monument 
Caledonia    Forest    Park 
Clreenwood  Furnace  Forest  Park 
Black  Mosliannon   Picnic  Camp 
George  W.  Childs   Forest  Park 
Worlds   End    (new) 
Kooser   Public   Camp 
Clear  Creek  Forest 
Poe  Valley   (new) 
Colton   Point    (new) 


Ralph  Stover   Forest  Park 

Pine  Grove  Furnace  Forest 
Monument 

Halfway  Public  Camp 

Parker   Dam    (new) 

S.  B.  Elliott  Public  Camp 

Sizerville    Forest   Camp 

Promised  I^and  Public  Camp 

Leonard  Harrison  Forest  Park 

Snow   Hill   Tower    (new) 
Cowans  Gap  Public  Camp 
Cherry  Springs  Public  Camp 

Reeds    Gap    (new) 


Bushv  Run  Battlefield  State 
Park 

Fort  Washington   State   Park 

Drake  Well  Memorial  Park 

Conrad  Weiser 

Fort  Necessity  State  Park 

James  Buchanan  State  Forest 
Monument 


STATE  PARKS 


Pro})osed  Name  Present 

and   Class  Acreage 

Cook  Forest  State  Park  6,055 


Valley   Forge  State   Park  l,oOO 

Presque   Isle  State   Park  4,370 

Washington  Crossing  State  Park  454 

Pymatuning   State    Park  4,400 

Joyce  Kilmer  State  Park  25 

Caledonia  State  Park  200 

Greenwood  Furnace  State  Park  15 

Black  Moshannon  State  Park  10 

George  W.  Childs  State  Park  52 

Worlds  End  State  Park  25 

Kooser  State   Park  25 

Clear  Creek  State   Park  10 

Poe  Valley  State   Park  5 

Colton  Point  State  Park  0 

STATE  RECREATIONAL  RESERVES 


Ral})h  Stover  Recreation  Reserve 

Pine  Grove  Furnace  Recreation 
Reserve 

Halfway  Recreation  Reserve 

Parker  Dam  Recreation  Reserve 

S.  B.  Elliott  Recreation  Reserve 

Sizerville  Recreation  Reserve 

Promised    Land    Recreation 
Reserve 

Leonard   Harrison    Recreation 
Reserve 

Snow  Hill  Recreation  Reserve 

Cowans  Gap  Recreation  Reserve 

Cherry    Springs    Recreation 
Reserve 

Reeds  Gap  Recreation  Reserve 


6 

5 

5 

10 


HISTORICAL  MONUMENTS 


Proposed 
Acreage 

.9,940 


3,500 
4,:37() 
1,000 
(),90() 

100  or  more 
1,000 

150 
1,000  or  more 

500 

500  to  1,000 

500 

500 
2,000 

500 


{ 


County 

Clarion 

Forest 

Jefferson 
:  Chester 
,  Montgomery 

Erie 

Bu<-ks 

Crawford 

Union 

Franklin 

Huntingdon 

Centre 

Pike 

Sullivan 

Somerset 

Jefferson 

Centre 

1  loga 


37 

500 

or 

more 

Bucks 

50 

100 

Cunihcrlarul 

25 

160 

Union 

25 

400 

to 

500 

Clearfield 

15 

150 

Clearfield 

20 

50 

CauRTon 

100 

100 

Pike 

25 

50 

500 
100 

200 


Tioga 

Monroe 

Fulton 

Potter 

Mifflin 


Bushy   Run    Battlefield 
Historical   Monument 

169 

169 

Westmoreland 

Fort   Washington 

Historical  Monument 

360 

Not  Studied 

Montgomery 

Drake  W'ell 

Historical  Monument 

24 

Not  Studied 

Crawford 

Conrad    Weiser 

Historical    Monument 

25 

25 

Berks 

Fort  Necessity 

Historical  Monument 

350 

? 

Favette 

• 

James    Buchanan 

Historical   Monument 

16 

116 

Frankliii 
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AREAS  NOT  DEFINITELY  DECIDED  UPON 


Present  Name 
and   Class 

Whipple  Dam 
Kettle  Creek 
lyicking  Creek 
Trough  Creek 
Sideling    Hill 
Doul)ling  Gap 


Proposed 
Acreage 

25 
15 

1 

5 

10 
10 


County 

Huntingdon 

Clinton 

Mifflin 

Huntingdon 

Fulton 

Cumberland 


The  following  is  a  list  of  facilities  and  imi)rove- 
ments  being  built  between  April  1,  1936,  and  October  1, 
193(),  by  CCC  Camps; 


Facilities 
I^atrines 
Bathhouses 
Cabins 
Pavilions 
Bridges 

Tables  and   Benches 
Benches 
Incinerators 
Pipe  Lines 
Fireplaces 
Field  House 
Dams 
Roads  and  Parking  Areas 


Number 

95 

14 

127 

48 
3 
286 
87 
15 
10,683  lin.  ft. 
168 
1 


Material  Cost 

$17,783.00 
17,164.00 
60,500.00 
20,,552.00 
5,800.00 
2,547.78 
547.50 
5,560.00 
2,361.25 
4,589.50 
650.00 
44,314.00 
15,650.00 

$198,919.03 


Final  approval  has  been  given  for  $486,406.00  WPA 
projects.  Work  is  under  course  of  construction  in  the 
following  types  of  recreational   development: 

Underground  Garbage  Receptacles 

Boat  Landings 

Skeet  Shoots 

Parking  Areas 

Roads 

Cabins 

Tree   Planting 

Tent  Platforms 

Fireplaces 

Water  Lines 

Gas  Lines 

Miscellaneous 

In  order  to  give  a  picture  of  a  few  areas  we  are 
planning  and  concentrating  upon,  let  us  consider 
first,  Presque  Isle  State  Park.  It  is  located  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania  at  Erie.  This  park 
consists  of  a  peninsula  jutting  out  from  the  main- 
land just  west  of  the  City  of  Erie.    At  various  times 


it  has  been  an  island  instead  of  a  peninsula,  hence 
the  name  Presque  Isle  which  is  very  commonly  used. 
Including  punus  and  lagoons,  it  consists  of  approxi- 
mately 4,370  acres.  In  addition  to  its  historical 
association,  Presque  Isle  has  become  popular  as  a 
recreational  L.;nter  and  upon  its  beach  on  a  hot  sum- 
mer day  may  be  found  thousands  of  bathers.  It 
offers  unlimited  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Penn- 
sylvania flora  and  fauna.  Fifteen  miles  of  trails  give 
extensive  opportunity  for  nature  study,  hiking  and 
horseback  riding,  while  five  miles  of  ponds  and 
lagoons  furnish  excellent  opportunity  for  canoeing 
and  boating. 

With  all  of  this  natural  opportunity  for  the  finest 
of  recreational  developments  of  its  kind  in  the  State, 
almost  nothing  was  done  heretofore  to  provide  park- 
ing accommodations,  bn.thhouses,  latrines,  water  or 
picnicking.      As   a   result,   steps   were   immediately 
taken  to  prepare  a  general  plan  for  such  accommoda- 
tions and  the  result  was  that  an  area  of  approxi- 
mately two  miles  along  the  widest  beach  at  almost 
the  extreme  point  of  the  peninsula  was  laid  out  with 
accommodations  for  2,000  automobiles,  a  promenade, 
bathhouses,    Jatyines,    restaurant,    picnic    area    and 
amphitheatre.     This  meant  that  the  beach  could  be 
patrolled  easier  by  lifeguards,  that  traffic  could  be 
controlled  more  conveniently  and  that  by  such  con- 
centration, the  remainder  of  the  peninsula  would  be 
preserved   against   the   destruction   of  wild   life   or 
nature.    Such  a  plan  will  necessitate  the  expenditure 
of  approximately  $300,000.00  or  more  but  the  result, 
it  is  felt,  will  be  more  than  worth  the  expenditures. 
The  Erie  Park  and  Harbor  Commission  was  dubious 
about  such  development  at  first,  but  since  it  has 
studied  the  plan  carefully  and  passed  upon  it  as  a 
favorable  development.     At  the  present  time,   the 
Commission  is  also  considering  the  installation  of 
a  water  line  of  approximately  seven  miles  long  at 
the  cost  of  $60,000.00. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  25,000  visitors  attend  this 
area  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  holidays,  or  a  total 
of  from  one  million  to  one  and  a  quarter  million 
persons  a  year,  for  the  purpose  of  recreation,  such 
improvements  are  necessary  and  the  expenditures 
are  doubtlessly  warranted. 

Another  development  of  importance,  yet  of  quite 
a  different  nature  is  Poe  Valley  in  Centre  County, 
where  a  large  dam  is  now  under  construction  for 
recreational  use.     This  area  comprises  about  2,000 
acres  and  from  Penns  View,  which  unfortunately 
does  not  belong  to  the  State  at  present,  it  is  possible 
to  see  one  of  the  most  picturesque  views  one  would 
wish  to  gaze  upon.     This  area  is  now  being  sur- 
veyed in  order  that  plans  and  work  can  be  carried 
on.     It  will  ofl^er  a  most  primitive  type  of  scenery 
and  recreation  to  those  in  central  Pennsylvania.    We 
propose  to  develop  picnicking,  swimming  and  cabin 
areas  at  various  locations  adaptable,  preserving  as 
much  of  nature  as  possible. 


Close  to  Harrisburg  and  approximately  100  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  is  another  area  that  has  grown 
up  without  foresight  and  planning,  namely,  Cale- 
donia State  Park  at  Fayetteville,  Franklin  County. 
This  State  Park  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots 
in  the  South  Mountains,  a  region  widely  known  for 
its  scenic  charm.  It  is  a  favorite  picnic  ground  for 
local  residents  and  is  used  extensively  by  transcon- 
tinental tourists.  The  park  is  named  for  the  old 
charcoal  iron  furnace,  part  of  which  is  still  in  exist- 
ence, that  was  established  in  1837  by  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  who  was  famous  as  an  abolitionist  and 
statesman  during  the  Civil  War  era,  and  who  was 
the  great  defender  of  the  public  school  system  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  iron  furnace  and  other  properties 
were  destroyed  during  a  raid  by  General  J.  A.  Early's 
Confederate  cavalrymen  in  June,  1863.  Today  all 
that  remains  of  this  thriving  industry  is  the  stack 
of  the  old  furnace,  upon  which  has  been  placed  a 
bronze  tablet  commemorating  the  historical  associa- 
tions of  Caledonia.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new  swim- 
ming pool  now  under  construction  there  will  be 
completed  and  ready  for  use  by  July  1.  This  area 
has  not  been  developed  more  rapidly  because  of  the 
lack  of  topographical  surveys  which  have  just  been 
received.  We  hope  by  next  season  to  have  devel- 
oped a  cabin  area,  tenting  area  and  picnic  area  of 
practical  design  and  fitting  to  the  landscape.  The 
old  blacksmith's  shop,  at  one  time  operated  by  Thad- 
deus Stevens,  has  been  restored. 

Pennsylvania  has  a  State  Parks  Commission  and 
until  recently  that  Commission,  although  an  advisory 
Commission,  did  not  function.  It  is  our  belief  that 
such  a  Commission  should  meet  frequently  and  dis- 
cuss problems  necessary  for  the  administration  of 
parks.  On  Friday,  May  8,  the  State  Parks  Com- 
mission, at  the  call  of  Dr.  James  F.  Bogardus,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters, 
met  in  Harrisburg  to  organize.  This  Commission 
consists  of  Dr.  Bogardus,  Major  Frank  W.  Melvin, 
Secretary,  State  Historical  Commission;  Ell  wood  B. 
Chapman,  Ambrose  J.  Heller,  Colonel  Ernest  G. 
Smith,  and  Henry  Hornbostel.  Colonel  Smith  was 
elected  Chairman;  Mr.  Heller,  Vice-Chairman,  and 
Mr.  Von  Hausswolff,  Secretary. 

During  the  session,  resolutions  were  passed  to 
reclassify  the  State  Parks  and  Recreational  Areas. 
A  resolution  was  passed  opposing  the  construction 
of  trunk  or  State  highways  or  any  but  purely  park 
roads  through  State  Parks  or  Recreational  Reserves 
and  where  it  is  necessary  for  the  State  Highway 
Department  or  county  to  build  park  roads  due  to 
former  legislation  or  laws,  final  control  of  location 
and  design  should  rest  with  the  park  administration. 

A  tentative  plan  was  set  forth  to  be  worked  up 
in  further  detail  whereby  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
would  have  a  complete  new  system  of  park  admin- 


istration, the  thought  being  to  divide  the  State  into 
five  or  six  regions,  each  region  including  a  number 
of  parks  which  would  then  be  controlled  by  a  re- 
gional Park  Commission.  The  chairman  of  each 
regional  Commission  would  then  automatically  be- 
come a  member  of  the  State  Council  of  Parks  and 
said  Council  would  meet  to  correlate  the  ideas  of 
the  State  as  a  whole. 

The  Commission  also  discussed  the  possibilities  of 
separating  the  park  administration  from  forestry. 
This  was  generally  conceded  as  good  policy  as  for- 
estry practice  is  alien  to  park  practice.  Other  mat- 
ters, such  as  land  acquisition  and  park  revenues, 
were  discussed. 


NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Development  of  Parks  in  Pennsylvania 

The  National  Park  Service  has  very  kindly  sub- 
mitted the  following  information  regarding  their 
accomplishments  and  plans  for  Park  development  in 
Pennsylvania.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  them, 
not  only  for  the  information,  but  for  the  splendid 
work  which  they  have  accomplished  and  which  is  in 
process. 

''When  the  people  of  Pennsylvania's  metropolitan, 
industrial  and  mining  regions  visit  their  parks  this 
summer  they  will  find  facilities  for  outdoor  recrea- 
tion greatly  extended  and  improved  as  the  result 
of  the  park  development  program  which  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  National  Park  Service  with 
Civilian  Conservation  Corps  labor,  in  cooperation 
with  State  authorities. 

In  the  natural  setting  of  great  wooded  regions, 
recreational  facilities  are  being  made  ready  in  sev- 
eral areas  conveniently  situated  for  the  people  of 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  Johnstown,  Altoona, 
Reading,  Wilkes-Barre,  Scranton,  and  the  anthracite 
section  of  the  northeast.  Among  the  important 
projects  are  five  recreational  demonstration  areas, 
acquired  under  the  land  program  of  the  Resettle- 
ment Administration  for  development  as  demon- 
strations in  the  better  use  of  land  unsuited  to  farm- 
ing. On  these  projects  the  National  Park  Service 
has  the  responsibility  for  development  of  recreational 
facilities. 

The  recreational  demonstration  projects  of  west- 
ern Pennsylvania,  which  will  serve  the  Pittsburgh 
area,  are  Raccoon  Creek  and  Laurel  Hill.  French 
Creek,  in  the  southeastern  section  near  Philadelphia, 
and  Blue  Knob,  in  the  south  central  portion  near 
Altoona,  are  projects  of  the  same  type. 
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Another  important  undertaking  of  the  National 
Park  Service  in  Pennsylvania  involves  landscape 
design  and  development  at  Fort  Necessity  in  Fayette 
County,  about  12  miles  east  of  Uniontown,  where 
a  portion  of  the  old  Braddock  Trail  is  being  uncov 
ered  and  marked  for  park  visitors.  In  Lehigh  County 
an  interesting  project  is  under  way  in  the  construe 
tion  of  roads  to  open  for  public  use  the  Trexler 
Lehigh  County  Game  Preserve,  where  visitors  will 
see  large  herds  of  buffalo,  deer,  and  elk  under  natural 
conditions. 

One  of  the  most  important  jobs  which  the  CCC 
has  under  way  is  the  development  of  the  French 
Creek  Recreational  Demonstration  area,  where  two 
veterans'  companies  are  working  in  conjunction  with 
WPA  labor.     This  project  involves  the  restoration 
of  Hopewell,  an  ironmaking  village  which  flourished 
150    years   ago.      Although    many    of   the   original 
buildings  in  the  village  have  disappeared,  there  are 
still   standing   the  old   furnace — a   pyramid  of   cut 
stone — the  manor  house,  blacksmith  shop,  and  sev 
eral  buildings.     The  great  water  wheel,  which  was 
dismantled  several  years  ago,  will  be  restored  as  part 
of  the  project.     Hopewell,  in  fact,  is  of  sufficient 
importance,  historically,  to  merit  consideration  for 
permanent    administration    by    the    National    Park 
Service.     Major  operations  are  going  forward  in  an 
area  of   3,769   acres  in   which   plans  call   for   con' 
struction  of  three  organized  camps  for  public  use,  a 
dam  which  will  create  a  lake  of  66  acres,  three  pro- 
posed picnic  areas,  a  new  road  east  of  the  village  of 
Hopewell,  foot  trails,  an  overlook  on  a  hill  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  the  area  which  will  afford  an 
elevation  of  1,000  feet,  forestry  work,  and  erosion 
control. 

One  picnic  area  of  ten  to  fifteen  acres,  situated 
about  a  mile  east  of  Hopewell,  is  nearly  finished 
and  will  be  in  use  this  summer.     The  men  are  also 
working  on  the  lake  site  where  a  dam  is  under  con- 
struction, and  are  erecting  cabins  in  one  organued 
camping  area.    It  is  proposed  to  use  the  buildings  of 
the  two  CCC   camps   for  organized   camping  pur- 
poses in  the  future.     The  buildings  were  laid  out 
with  this  in  view,  through  the  cooperation  of  the 
Army.    Many  foot  trails  through  interesting  wooded 
sections  are  also  under  construction  at  French  Creek. 
Plans  for  the  Raccoon  Creek  project  in  Beaver 
County   contemplate  the   establishment   of   possibly 
six  organized  camping  areas,  including  the  two  CCC 
camp   sites  where  the  present   buildings  would   be 
retained  for  this  use.    Three  of  these  sites  have  al- 
ready been  definitely  chosen.   The  area  will  also  con- 
tain a  plant  nursery,  and  a  winter  sports  center  and 
general  sports  area  are  contemplated.     Day  use  pic- 
nic areas  and  foot  trails  will  be  established.     The 
two  CCC  companies  which  were  established  in  the 
Raccoon  Creek  area  in   1935,  and  WPA  men  are 
working  in  an  area  of  5,122  acres  and  at  present 
are  preparing  one  organized  camp  site. 


In  the  Laurel  Hill  area  the  creation  of  an  artificial 
lake  of  45   acres,   under   construction   with   WPA 
labor,  forms  one  of  the  principal  projects.     Other 
work  is  being  done  by  two  CCC  camps  established 
in  1935.     In  this  area  there  are  five  organized  camp 
sites  and  a  sixth  is  proposed.    As  in  the  other  rec- 
reational   demonstration    areas,    one    camp    site    is 
under  construction  at  present,  and  the  men  are  also 
at  work  on  a  family  camp  site.     The  Laurel  Hill 
plan    also    includes    reforestation,    foot    trails,    and 
road  work.     Several  overlooks  are  proposed,  and  it 
is  possible  that  several  small  lakes  will  be  created. 
A  sportsmen's  center  for  fishing,  adjacent  to  a  State 
forest,  is  planned  for  future  development. 

The     Blue     Knob     Recreational     Demonstration 
Project  is  situated  in  one  of  Pennsylvania's  finest 
mountain  sections  which  contains  Blue  Knob  Moun- 
tain,  whose  elevation  of  more   than    3,200   feet  is 
the  highest  in  the  State.     Through  this  area  extend 
highways  to  Johnstown,  Bedford,  and  Altoona.    An 
automobile  drive  reaches  a  point  within  easy  walk- 
ing distance  of  the  Blue  Mountain  fire  tower,  and 
development  plans  for  the  area  include  the  construc- 
tion  of  many   foot   trails,   overlooks,   shelters,   and 
swimming  facilities.     It  is  planned  to  establish  six 
organized  camping  areas  and  two  family  camp  sites, 
as  well  as  day  picnic  areas.     In  State  Game  Land 
No.   26,  which  adjoins  the  tract,  may  be  seen  the 
Monument  to  the  Lost  Children  of  the  Alleghenies. 
At  present   one   organized   camping  area  is  under 
construction  and  another  is  soon  to  be  started.  Road 
improvement  is  part  of  the   work  program.     The 
Blue  Knob  area  contains  approximately  4,000  acres. 
All  work  is  being  done  by  WPA  labor. 

The  Hickory  Run  area  of  approximately   13,000 
acres  was  formerly  a  private  game  preserve  of  the 
late  General  H.  C.  Trexler,  of  Allentown,  wealthy 
sportsman.     In  later  years  General  Trexler  turned 
the  area  into  a  shooting  and  fishing  club  preserve  of 
restricted  membership.    The  area  lies  in  rolling  coun- 
try which  was  badly  burned  over  years  ago,  but  has 
grown  up  with  scrub.     In  the  south  end  of  the  area 
IS  Mud  Run,  a  stream  which  flows  into  the  Lehigh 
River.    It  contains  Baloo  Falls,  an  attractive  cascade 
which  will  be  reached  by  a  foot  trail.     Hawk  Run, 
which  flows  into  Mud  Run,  also  contains  falls.  Hick- 
ory Run  and  Spring  Run,  two  beautiful  spring-fed 
streams,  lie  wholly  within  the  area. 

An  unusual  geological  phenomenon  is  repeated  at 
several  points  in  the  Hickory  Run  area.  Great 
deposits  of  boulders  are  found  at  several  places  one 
of  which,  called  Boulder  Lake,  is  expansive  and 
particularly  impressive. 

The  work  program  at  Hickory  Run  calls  for  the 
laying  out  of  possibly  six  organized  camping  sites, 
one  of  which  is  under  construction.  Another  site 
has  been  approved.  A  number  of  day  use  areas  are 
proposed. 


Extending  through  the  area  is  the  main  highway 
between  White  Haven  and  Albrightsville.  The 
project  is  also  accessible  from  Stroudsburg,  Hazleton, 
and  Wilkes-Barre.  The  WPA  is  also  carrying  all 
work  operations  at  Hickory  Run. 

In  all  recreational  demonstration  projects,  wild- 
life sanctuaries  are  being  established.  Stream  im- 
provement for  flood  control  also  forms  an  important 
phase  of  the  work  operations. 

At  Fort  Necessity,  park  visitors  will  find  an  area 
of  great  historical  interest.  Plot  in  which  Fort  Neces- 
sity has  been  restored,  and  in  which  the  National 
Park  Service  is  directing  CCC  work,  consists  of  two 
acres  and  is  under  Federal  jurisdiction. 

Restoration  of  the  landscape  to  its  primitive  forest 
covering  similar  to  that  which  existed  when  Wash- 
ington and  his  band  of  Virginia  Militia  came  down 
to  Great  Meadows  in  1754  on  an  expedition  to  the 
forts  of  the  Ohio,  is  the  chief  project  in  the  Fort 
Necessity  area.  This  region  was  contested  between 
the  French  and  English  at  the  time  of  Washington's 
visit.  The  forest  was  later  cut  away  and  the  land 
farmed,  with  the  result  that  the  hillsides  and  fields 
persent  a  denuded  appearance.  The  lines  of  the 
forest  growth  surrounding  Great  Meadows,  where 
Washington  built  Fort  Necessity,  have  been  fairly 
accurately  determined,  however,  and  the  CCC  boys 
are  engaged  in  a  planting  program  to  restore  the 
bare  hills  and  fields. 

Trexler  Lehigh  County  Game  Preserve,  established 
by  General  Trexler  about  25  years  ago  as  a  private 
game  preserve,  is  an  area  of  13,000  acres.  In  this 
park  the  CCC  is  working  on  roads  and  overlooks 
from  which  the  public  will  see  the  herds  of  buffalo, 
deer,  and  elk.  It  is  planned  later  to  build  a  con- 
tact station  at  the  park  entrance  which  will  be 
designed  in  the  manner  of  an  early  Pennsylvania 
house.  Adjacent  to  the  preserve  proper  is  an  area 
of  about  200  acres  which  will  be  developed  later 
for  picnicking. 

Considerable  planting  and  development  of  a  pub- 
lic area  have  been  undertaken  at  Pymatuning 
Reservation  on  the  western  border  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  CCC.  Plans  calling  for  the  development  of 
the  southern  end  of  the  area  have  been  prepared  at 
Harrisburg  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Von  Hauss- 
wolff  and  it  is  expected  that  a  definite  program  will 
be  carried  out.  This  will  consist  principally  of  road 
work,  general  recreational  development,  and  plant- 
ing. The  reservoir  at  Pymatuning  was  created  orig- 
inally with  no  thought  of  recreational  development, 
but  chiefly  as  a  flood  control  measure  and  game 
refuge,  in  which  the  State  of  Ohio  cooperated  to  a 
limited  extent  because  the  area  extends  over  the 
State  line.  Work  contemplated  there  includes  con- 
struction of  shelters  and  latrines,  stream  and  bank 
protection,  and  restoration  of  historical  structures." 


A  TESTIMONIAL  DINNER  FOR  DR.  JAMES  F. 

BOGARDUS 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters 

was  tendered  by  Department  employes  and  The 

Capitol  Hill  Luncheon  Club  on  Monday,  May  4, 

1936. 

Dr.  James  F.  Bogardus  was  educated  at  George 
School,  Bucks  County,  Pa.;  Swarthmore  College, 
Swarthmore,  Pa.,  and  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  has  been  a  Professor  of  Geography  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  on  leave 
of  absence.  Dr.  Bogardus  is  particularly  fitted  for 
the  position  he  now  holds  because  for  many  years  his 
special  field  of  interest  and  work  has  been  the  utili- 
zation of  land  and  resources. 

During  his  term  as  Deputy  Secretary  he  displayed 
keen  knowledge  of  matters  relative  to  water  and 
forest  conservation,  and  has  become  recognized  as  a 
real  authority  on  the  Commonwealth's  natural  re- 
sources and  the  means  for  conserving  them. 

Dr.  Bogardus  has  directed  his  attention  to  the 
development  of  State  Park  lands  as  recreational  areas 
for  the  use  of  a  greater  number  of  people  m  the 
State,  and  the  control  of  the  State's  streams  for 
flood '  prevention  through  reforestation  and  water 
works. 

The  Pittsburgh  Press  said:  "The  appointment  of 
Dr.  Bogardus,  an  outstanding  conservationist,  as 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters 
IS  one  of  the  finest  appointments  Governor  Earle 
has  made." 


DELAWARE  COUNTY  PARK  DEVELOPMENTS 

By  Samuel  L.  Smedley 

President,  Par\  Board  of  Delaware  County 

The  Delaware  County  Park  Board  has  been  most 
fortunate  the  past  year  in  receiving  Federal  aid, 
enabling  the  Board  to  make  substantial  progress  in 
two  lines  of  activity,  which  should  prove  to  be  a 
very  substantial  step  towards  awakening  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  County's  many  natural  beauty 
spots,  and  if  developed  would  prove  a  great  source 
of  enjoyment  to  the  present  and  future  generations. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
T.  Butler"  of  Media,  the  County  was  presented  with 
twenty-five  acres  of  most  attractive  land  for  park 
purposes.  Situated  to  the  north  of  Media  Borough 
this  tract  is  now  being  developed  with  the  aid  ot 
Federal  Funds,  and  is  known  as  ''Glen  Providence. 
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FULLER  LAKE  PUBLIC  CAMP.  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY    PENNA 
Just    a    sample    of    what    are    needed    by    the    thousands    throughout    our'   Commonwealth. 


The  natural  geographic  conditions  of  this  glen, 
such  as  good  soil,  exposure  and  moisture,  are  adapt- 
able to  any  plant  thriving  in  this  climate.     Also,  a 
great  variety  of  birds  may  be  found  here.     A  gift 
of  this  kind  is  greatly  appreciated  by  Nature  lovers. 
Through  the  same  financial  source,  a  corps  of  engi- 
neers has  been  employed  in  making  topographical 
plans  of  possible  park  areas  along  Darby  and  Crum 
Creek  valleys.     These  surveys  reveal   most   attrac- 
tive possibilities,  which  if  once  acquired,  and  it  is 
most  urgent  they  should  be,  will  meet  a  long  felt 
want. 

Our  County  as  a  whole  is  unsurpassed  in  natural 
beauty,  and  commercial  possibilities,  but  is  far  behind 
in  an  appreciation  and  proper  development  of  park 
areas.  The  Park  Board  is  using  every  effort  to 
arouse  an  interest  in  these  advantages. 


MUNICIPAL  PARK  DEVELOPMENT  VERSUS 
STATE  AND  NATIONAL  PARK  DEVELOPMENT 

By  Jacob  M.  Hoffman 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Thoughtful    people    everywhere    are    recognising 
the  social   necessity  of  developing  woodland   areas 
with  facilities  for  public  use  and  providing  as  part 
of  the  park  management  activities  for  the  education 
and  recreation  of  the  public.     The  continued  over- 
supply  of  man-power  demands  that  this  surplus  be 
utilized  in  useful  endeavors,  which  certainly  includes 
the   development   of   parks.      People    receiving   the 
greatest  benefit  from  especially  provided  areas  are 
the  poor  and  those  who  do  not  have  the  opportun- 


ities of  automobile  drives  into  the  country,  nor  vaca- 
tions in  National  and  State  parks  or  in  summer 
resorts.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  believe  the  im- 
portance of  developing  areas  near  to  the  centers  of 
population  should  be  stressed.  In  a  city  containing 
a  large  number  of  steel  and  mine  workers — a  class 
of  people  that  during  the  depression  have  had  few 
opportunities  for  the  enjoyment  of  any  recreational 
privileges — one  can  see  the  great  need  for  providing 
parks  such  as  the  Emergency  Conservation  Corps 
is  doing  in  Johnstown.  To  these  people,  these 
municipal  areas  are  the  finest  natural  scenery  that 
many  of  them  will  ever  be  permitted  to  view.  More 
people  are  benefitted  through  the  development  of 
Stackhouse  Park,  and  other  parks  in  Johnstown,  than 
receive  benefits  from  a  similar  amount  of  work  and 
effort,  if  such  work  were  done  twenty  or  one  hun- 
dred miles  away.  Then,  too,  we  need  constantly, 
daily  opportunities  of  coming  in  contact  with  natural 
beauty  in  order  to  receive  the  maximum  benefits. 
This  means  that  in  the  case  of  most  people,  the  areas 
must  be  quite  near  at  hand.  Anyone  who  has  been 
permitted  to  see  the  happiness  these  areas  provide, 
when  family  and  friends  mingle  in  picnics  and  social 
gatherings,  is  sold  on  the  importance  of  this  type  of 
park  work. 

Man  is  subject  to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  influ- 
ences of  his  environment.  This  psychological  truth 
is  a  basic  reason  for  providing  parks  so  accessible  as 
to  make  it  easy  for  people  to  come  in  contact  with 
the  beauty  of  the  trees,  birds,  and  streams,  and  to 
be  impressed  with  the  dynamo  of  Nature  through 
the  solitude  and  peace  of  the  forest. 

CONRAD  WEISER  MEMORIAL  PARK 
By  E.  F.  Brouse 
Conrad  Weiser  Park,  a  tract  of  26  acres  situated 
on  the  eastern  border  of  Womelsdorf,  Berks  County, 
was  received  about  a  year  ago  by  the  Department 
of  Forests  and  Waters  through  Legislative  action. 
This  park  is  a  portion  of  the  original  claim  and 
contains  the  homestead  of  Conrad  Weiser.  It  was 
established  about  10  years  ago  by  residents  and 
organizations  largely  of  Berks  County.  Conrad 
Weiser,  born  in  Germany,  arrived  in  the  Tulpe- 
hocken  Valley  in  1729  and  immediately  set  about 
constructing  a  house,  part  of  which  was  log  and 
part  of  stone.  The  latter  stands  today.  This  was 
regarded  as  his  home  throughout  his  days,  although 
he  lived  elsewhere  for  short  periods.  The  graves  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiser  are  on  a  knoll  above  the  old 

house. 

Conrad  Weiser  the  Man 

"Conrad  Weiser  reached  Berks  County  at  the  asje 
of  thirty-three  .  .  .  established  a  family,  trained  his 
mind  and  body  for  self-sacrificing  hardships,  mas- 
tered three  languages,  leader  in  school,  church  and 
civic  affairs  .   .  .  name  prominently  connected  with 


every  advanced  step  of  the  entire  settlement  of  west- 
ern Berks  .  .  .  later  in  1748  one  of  the  founders  and 
first  builders  and  promoters  of  Reading,  succeeded 
in  the  establishment  of  Berks  as  a  separate  county, 
becoming  its  first  judge  .  .  .  active  in  defense  of 
his  countrymen  against  the  Indians,  commissioned 
as  a  Regimental  Colonel  .  .  .  served  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  Colonics  for 
a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  .  .  .  visited  Indi.m 
camps  and  capitals  from  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  to  the 
forks  of  the  Ohio  and  mountains  and  central  towns 
of  Virginia  ...  sat  in  councils  and  negotiated  treaty 
after  treaty  now  for  land  purchases,  then  in  the 
interests  of  peace  and  safety  .  .  .  official  interpreter 
for  provincial  Pennsylvania  .  .  .  tribes  and  con- 
federations trusted  him."  And  Washington,  while 
standing  over  his  grave,  said  of  him,  "Posterity  can- 
not forget  his  services."" 

The  Memorial  Park 

A  recently  compiled  history  of  Conrad  Weiser 
states  that  "at  the  very  beginning  of  this  twentieth 
century  a  movement  was  initiated  among  the  school 
children  of  Berks  County  to  collect  pennies  towards 
a  fitting  marker  but  contributions  resulted  only  in  an 
amount  sufficiently  large  to  erect  a  bronze  tablet. 
However  this  awakening  led  the  Berks  County  His- 
torical Society  and  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  to  have  carved 
and  erected  in  1909  a  beautiful  granite  monument 
on  the  public  school  grounds  in  Womelsdorf.    Then 
in   1921   the  suggestion  was  made  that  a  park  be 
created.  ...  In  1922  a  movement  was  made  to  ac- 
quire the  Weiser  farm  and  homestead  and  in  192?^ 
a  charter  was  granted  to  the  Conrad  Weiser  Mem- 
orial Park  Association.     Solicitation  of  funds  began. 
Approximately  $30,000  was  collected  from  1800  in- 
dividuals and  agencies  residing  in  2 1  States.  Twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  this  money  was  used  as  an  en- 
dowment fund.  ...  In  1926  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Roy 
Valentine,    lineal   descendants   of   Conrad   Weiser, 
gave  outright  the  Weiser  Farm  and  homestead  to 
the  Memorial  Association.  .  .  .  The  Berks  County 
Commissioners  restored  the  Weiser  home.  .  .  .  The 
park   was   developed   and    placed   into  use   by   the 
Association." 

The  Department  Restores  the  Park 

The  Department  therefore  came  into  possession  of 
a  well  developed  tract  with  well  defined  plans  as  to 
the  intents  and  purposes  of  each  of  the  features.  In 
addition  to  the  original  home  a  much  larger  stone 
dwelling  was  erected  about  1830  long  after  Weiser^s 

time. 

The  old  Weiser  home  is  now  used  as  a  museum. 
It  is  filled  with  old  pieces  largely  from  rural  Berks 
County  some  of  which  date  to  Weiser's  time.  These 
were  donated  and  loaned  by  interested  Berks  County 
people.  This  building,  equipped  with  an  old  bake 
oven  and  huge  fire  places,  requires  little  repair  at 
this  time.     Shutters  will  be  added  in  the  very  near 
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FULLER  LAKE  PUBLIC  CAMP,  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY    PENNA 
Just    a    sample    of    what    are    needed    by    the    thousands    throughout    our    Commonwealtf 


The  natural  crcographic  conditions  of  this  ^Icn, 
such  as  ijood  soil,  exposure  and  moisture,  are  adapt- 
able to  any  plant  thriving  in  this  climate.  Also,  a 
i^reat  variety  of  birds  may  be  found  here.  A  ^ift 
of  this  kind  is  greatly  appreciated  by  Nature  lovers. 

Through  the  same  financial  source,  a  corps  of  engi- 
neers has  been  employed  in  making  topographical 
plans  of  possible  park  areas  along  Darby  and  Crum 
Creek  valleys.  These  surveys  reveal  most  attrac- 
tive possibilities,  which  if  once  acquired,  and  it  is 
most  urgent  they  should  be,  will  meet  a  long  felt 
want. 

Our  County  as  a  whole  is  unsurpassed  in  natural 
beauty,  and  commercial  possibilities,  but  is  far  behind 
in  an  appreciation  and  proper  development  of  park 
areas.  The  Park  Board  is  using  every  effort  to 
arouse  an  interest  in  these  advantac^es. 


MUNICIPAL  PARK  DEVELOPMENT  VERSUS 
STATE  AND  NATIONAL  PARK  DEVELOPMENT 

By  Jacob  M.  Hoffman 
Johyistown,  Pa. 

Thoughtful  people  everywhere  are  reco^^ni-ina 
the  social  necessity  of  developing  woodland  areas 
with  facilities  for  public  use  and  providing  as  part 
ot  the  park  management  activities  for  the  education 
and  recreation  of  the  public.  The  continued  over- 
supply  of  man-power  demands  thac  this  surplus  be 
utilized  in  useful  endeavors,  which  certainly  includes 
the  development  of  parks.  People  receivin^r  the 
greatest  benefit  from  especially  provided  areas  are 
the  poor  and  those  who  do  not  have  the  opportun- 


ities of  automobile  drives  into  the  country,  nor  vaca- 
tions in  National  and  State  parks  or  in  summer 
resorts.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  believe  the  im- 
portance of  developing  areas  near  to  the  centers  of 
population  should  be  stressed.  In  a  city  containing 
a  large  number  of  steel  and  mine  workers — a  class 
of  people  that  during  the  depression  have  had  few 
opportunities  for  the  enjoyment  of  any  recreational 
privileges — one  can  see  the  great  need  for  providing 
parks  such  as  the  Emergency  Conservation  Corps 
is  doing  in  Johnstown.  To  these  people,  these 
municipal  areas  are  the  finest  natural  scenery  that 
many  of  them  will  ever  be  permitted  to  view.  More 
people  are  benefitted  through  the  development  of 
Stackhouse  Park,  and  other  parks  in  Johnstown,  than 
receive  benefits  from  a  similar  amount  of  work  and 
effort,  if  such  work  were  done  twenty  or  one  hun- 
dred miles  away.  Then,  too,  we  need  constantly, 
daily  opportunities  of  coming  in  contact  with  natural 
beauty  in  order  to  receive  the  maximum  benefits. 
This  means  that  in  the  case  of  most  people,  the  areas 
must  be  quite  near  at  hand.  Anyone  who  has  been 
permitted  to  see  the  happiness  these  areas  provide, 
whei^  family  and  friends  mingle  in  picnics  and  social 
gatherings,  is  sold  on  the  importance  of  this  type  of 
park  work. 

Man  is  subject  to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  influ- 
ences of  his  environment.  This  psychological  truth 
is  a  basic  reason  for  providing  parks  so  accessible  as 
to  make  it  easy  for  people  to  come  in  contact  with 
the  beauty  of  the  trees,  birds,  and  streams,  and  to 
be  impressed  with  the  dynamo  of  Nature  through 
the  solitude  and  peace  of  the  forest. 

CONRAD  WEISER  MEMORIAL  PARK 
By  E.  F.  Brouse 
Conrad  Weiser  Park,  a  tract  of  26  acres  situated 
on  the  eastern  border  of  Womelsdorf,  Berks  County, 
was  received  about  a  year  ago  by  the  Department 
of  Forests  and  Waters  through  Legislative  action. 
This  park  is  a  portion  of  the  original  claim  and 
contains  the  homestead  of  Conrad  Weiser.  It  was 
established  about  10  years  ago  by  residents  and 
organizations  largely  of  Berks  County.  Conrad 
Weiser,  born  in  Germany,  arrived  in  the  Tulpe- 
hocken  Valley  in  1729  and  immediately  set  about 
constructing  a  house,  part  of  which  was  log  and 
part  of  stone.  The  latter  stands  today.  This  was 
regarded  as  his  home  throughout  his  days,  although 
he  lived  elsewhere  for  short  periods.  The  graves  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiser  are  on  a  knoll  above  the  old 

house. 

Conrad  Weiser  the  Man 
"Conrad  Weiser  reached  Berks  County  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  .  .  .  established  a  family,  trained  his 
mind  and  body  for  self-sacrificing  hardships,  mas- 
tered three  languages,  leader  in  school,  church  and 
civic  aifairs  ...  name  prominently  connected  with 


every  advanced  step  oi  the  entire  settlement  of  west- 
ern Berks  .  .  .  later  in  1748  one  of  the  founders  an  J. 
first  builders  and  promoters  of  Reading,  succeeded 
in  the  establishment  of  Berks  as  a  separate  coun*^ 
becoming  its  first  judge  .  .  .  active  in  defence  u: 
his  countrymen  against  the  Indians,  comii"iis?i()ned 
as  a  Regimental  Colonel  .  .  .  served  Pennsylvania. 
New  York,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  Colonics  tm 
a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years  .  .  .  visited  Indian 
camps  and  capitals  from  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  to  tin- 
forks  of  the  Ohio  and  mountains  and  central  towns 
of  Virginia  ...  sat  in  councils  and  negotiated  treaty 
after  treaty  now  for  land  purchases,  then  in  the 
interests  of  peace  and  safety  ...  official  interpreter 
for  provincial  Pennsylvania  .  .  .  tribes  and  eon- 
federations  trusted  him.''  And  Washington,  while 
standing  over  his  grave,  said  ot  him,  "Po-terity  can- 
not forget  his  services.*" 

The  Mennorial  Park 

A    recently   compiled   history   of   Conrad   Weiser 
states  that  "at  the  very  beginning  of  this  iwentieth 
century  a  movement  was  initiated  among  the  school 
children  of  Berks  County  to  collect  pennies  toward- 
a  fitting  marker  but  contributions  resulted  only  m  an 
amount  sufficiently   large   to  erect   a  bronze  tabkt. 
However  this  awakening  led  the  Berks  County  His 
torical  Society  and  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  to  have  carved 
and  erected  in   1909  a  beautiful  granite  mnnument 
on  the  public  school  grounds  in  Womelsdorl.    Then 
in    1921    the  suggestion   was  made  that   .i   park  be 
created.  ...  In  1922  a  movement  was  made  to  ac 
quire  the  Weiser  farm  and  homestead  and  in   1'^'.^^ 
a  charter  was  granted  to  the  Conrad  Weiser  Menv 
orial  Park  Association.     Solicitation  of  funds  began. 
Approximately  $30,000  was  collected  from  ISno  in- 
dividuals and  agencies  residing  in  21  States.   Twenty 
thousand  dollars  of  this  money  was  used  as  an  en- 
dowment fund.  ...  In  1926  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Roy 
Valentine,    lineal    descendants    of    Conrad    Weiser, 
gave  outright  the  Weiser  Farm  and  hcMiiestead  to 
the  Memorial  Association.   .   .   .  The  Berks  County 
Commissioners  restored  the  Weiser  home.  .  .  .  The 
park   was   developed    and    placed    into   use   by   t1i» 
Association." 

The  Department  Restores  the  Park 

The  Department  therefore  came  into  possession  ct 
a  well  developed  tract  with  well  defined  plans  as  lo 
the  intents  and  purposes  of  each  of  the  features.  In 
addition  to  the  original  home  a  much  larger  stone 
dwelling  was  erected  about  18. VI  long  after  Weiser's 

time. 

The  old  Weiser  home  is  now  used  as  a  museum. 
It  is  filled  with  old  pieces  largely  from  rural  Berks 
County  some  of  which  date  to  Weiser"s  time.  These 
were  donated  and  loaned  by  interested  Berks  County 
people.  This  building,  equipped  with  an  old  bake 
oven  and  huge  fire  places,  requires  little  repair  at 
this  time.     Shutters  will  be  added  in  the  very  near 


INTENTIONAL  SECOND  EXPOSURE 
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*utiirc.  New  paint  has  been  applied  anu  altogether 
it  is  in  good  condition.  Perhaps  some  day  the  res' 
toration  of  this  building  can  be  made  complete  in 
that  a  log  portion  will  replace  the  present  stone  as 
originally.  There  are  two  other  buildings  on  the 
property — an  old  spring  house  containing  evidence 
that  it  was  at  one  time  equipped  with  an  oven.  It 
was  more  recently  used  as  a  wash  house.  The 
%ekilammy  Monument,  a  figure  of  an  Indian  stand- 
ing upon  a  native  boulder  erected  by  the  Red  Men  in 
honor  of  Chief  Shekilammy,  head  of  the  Six  Nations 
and  the  Chief  with  whom  Conrad  Weiser  was  most 
intimately  associated,  will  be  moved  to  a  more  ap- 
propriate location.  Plans  call  for  relocating  several 
other  monuments. 

The  Governor  Heister  pool  is  undergoing  neces- 
sary repairs.  An  old  type  of  stone  arch  bridge  is 
under  construction  to  carry  a  pathway  over  the  dam 
breast.  The  banks  of  the  pool  will  be  rip-rapped  to 
prevent  washing  and  further  damage  by  muskrats. 

Work  on  most  of  the  foregoing  projects  is  well 
under  way.  Some  of  them  are  nearing  completion. 
If  progress  continues  uninterrupted  every  detail 
ought  to  be  attended  to  by  late  fall  or  early  winter. 
The  memorial  then  will  be  in  a  condition  befitting 
itself  and  perhaps  appropriately  will  honor  the  mem"^ 
ory  of  the  man  who  among  other  things  "determined 
the  course  of  our  country's  development  when  it 
hung  in  fate-fraught  balance  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian War  and  by  his  influence  swung  the  scales  in 
favor  of  Anglo-Saxon  in  preference  to  a  Latin 
civilisation." 


EVERY  K/iEMBER  GET  A  MEMBER 

If  our  Association  is  to  accomplish  the  many  Ob- 
jectives outlined  in  our  list  of  Purposes,  which  will 
be  found  below,  we  shall  need  a  great  many  more 
Members.  Unfortunately  your  Officers  do  not  have 
the  time  to  tour  the  State  in  an  effort  to  build  up 
our  Membership,  and  therefore  must  depend  upon 
those  of  you  who  are  widely  scattered,  and  who 
have  many  valuable  contacts  to  assist  us  in  this 
matter. 

If  you  cannot  conveniently  see  such  as  you  believe 
interested  in  our  work,  and  will  send  us  their  names 
and  addresses,  we  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  ap- 
proach them  through  correspondence.  Won't  you 
give  this  subject  your  immediate  consideration  ? 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION   STATE  PARKS' 
OUTING  MEETINGS 

1931  June  22  to  23,  inclusive,  headquarters  Val- 
ley Forge  with  trip  to  French  Creek  Park 
area. 

1931  October  17,  Thompson  Neely  Mill,  dedica- 
tion of  Roosevelt  State  Park. 

1933  June  8,  9,  10,  Wilkes-Barre. 

1934  June  9,  dedication  of  Ralph  Stover  State 
Park. 

1934  June  14,  15,  16,  Bucktail  State  Park  meet- 
ings at  Renovo,  Emporium,  Bellefonte  and 
Lock  Haven. 

1935  September  12,  13,  14,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

1936  June  11,  12,  13,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


PURPOSES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
PARKS  ASSOCIATION 


(a)  To  encourage  among  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania a  greater  'Tark  Mindedness."  To  aid 
the  State  in  increasing  the  use  and  develop- 
ment of  State  Parks.  To  protect  the  system 
against  attempts  to  cheapen  it  and  to  educate 
the  people  to  the  higher  purposes  of  parks. 

(b)  For  the  preservation  and  care  of  the  beautiful 
scenic  spots  in  our  Commonwealth. 

(c)  For  the  establishment  of  State'  Parks  in  our 
forest  areas  where  unusual  or  particularly 
beautiful  settings  are  to  be  found  and  for  the 
acquisition  by  the  Commonwealth  of  other 
areas  near  large  centers  of  population  for  the 
use  of  all  the  people. 

(d)  For  co-operation  with  the  various  historic  so- 
cieties in  marking  points  of  historic  interest  in 
the  Commonwealth  and  thus  preserving  a 
record  for  future  generations. 


(e)  To  promote  and  facilitate  the  study  of  botany, 
ornithology,  and  kindred  subjects  in  co-opera- 
tion with  garden,  nature  clubs  and  similar  or- 
ganizations that  our  people  may  more  fully 
appreciate  the  beauties  and  values  in  nature, 
with  the  resultant  advantages  to  society  in 
general. 

(f)  For  the  beautification  of  our  highways  and  the 
preservation  of  notable  views. 

(g)  For  co-operation  with  sportsmen,  the  game  and 
fish  commissions  and  allied  organizations,  for 
the  preservation  of  wild  life. 

(h)  For  the  improvement  and  protection  of  the 
waters  of  the  State. 

(i)  To  promote  in  any  ways  and  by  any  methods 
approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  or  the 
membership  of  this  Association  any  conserva- 
tion activity. 


END  OF  NUMBER 


